You would like to join us?

You are a woman with a disability or a chronic and disabling disease or disorder. You know the art of not sitting down in despair. You want to share your experience with others. It appeals to you to become a member of our group, then transfer the annual membership fee of 15 € to account no. 001-3513074-04 in the name of “Persephone vzw”.

You don’t recognise yourself in the description above, but you want to support our union with your membership. Or your association wants to become a member of ours in order to stay abreast and up-to-date with our activities. That’s possible too! Just get in touch.

Our name

Most likely “Persephone” doesn’t sound familiar to you. In search of a  mythological figure that suited our purpose and character well, we discovered Persephone, one of the three vulnerable Greek godesses. She is open to change, takes account of the subconscious, gives space to others and last but not least she offers the most opportunities for growth.


You would like more information?

You can contact the following members with your information request:

· Ann Van den Buys, by letter at the address for Persephone given below

· Ria Van Meenen, by phone on 

+32 (0)3 322 4640, 

· on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9 a.m. till 11 a.m. and 

· on Tuesday and Thursday from 5 p.m. till 7 p.m.

We also give seminars and talks upon request.
Persephone vzw

c/o Ann Van den Buys

Solvijnsstraat 30

2018 Antwerp

Belgium

e-mail: persephone_vzw@hotmail.com
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Union of women with a disability or a chronic and disabling disease 

Non-profit association 

Being a women with a disability: 

a specific situation

Many themes gain their own particular emphasis thereby. For instance, there is still a lot of work to be done about:

-privacy and help

-assertiveness and independence

-violence against women

-the right to have sex

-the right to be a mother

-the right to work

Women with a disability can support each other very well, above and beyond the boundaries of countries and cultures... if they can reach each other.

People who live with a disability become very creative in solving all kinds of problems. Do women with a disability have enough opportunities to pass their wisdom on to other people? A lot of very useful information remains hidden away needlessly.


Why a specific group?

Within the existing unions for the disabled, there is usually not enough attention given to women’s problems.

Within the existing women’s groups, there is usually not enough place for the aspects of disabilities.

It is only when women with a disability join their energies and combine their strengths that they can come out and achieve an identity and visibility of their own.

1. Purposes

To bring women with a disability in contact with each other in order to exchange experiences.

To pass on information to whosoever needs it.

To be an advocacy group.


How does our group work?

We hold regular meetings at which a particular theme is explored each time. The participants decide together - based on and around real-life issues - which themes are to feature on the agenda. These meetings are only open to women with a disability or a chronic and disabling disease or disorder.

Alongside these meetings, individual members also provide information on a subject in which they themselves have a lot of experience (e.g. travelling, independent living as a wheelchair user, having children, living with blindness, epilepsy, asthma, kidney problems, etc.). This service is open to everybody: men as well as women, disabled people as well as non-disabled people.

Through the European Committee for women with a disability, we are in contact with sister groups in other European countries.

(This committee was founded in September 1994 within DPI - Disabled People's International. This is a world union of associations formed by people with a disability. DPI had founded a women’s committee already earlier in a number of other continents.)




Experience is the best training school
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